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IMMEDIATELY UM RESEARCHERS DONATE Msla. C of C
SERVICES TO COMMUNITY Business News
MISSOULA—
Nobody would deny that the University faculty constitutes a pool of know­
ledge wide and deep on subjects from A to Z, but perhaps not everybody realizes 
how much of their time and talent these specialists give to projects that benefit 
the community.
An example of their contribution is the "Cooperative Study on Missoula Water 
Problems," done in 1977-78 by Missoula County and the University of Montana. The 
comprehensive study was coordinated by Lud Brownan, then chairman of the Board 
of County Commissioners, which put up $50,000 for the project. Called by Brownan 
"a model study of the impact of urbanization upon an agricultural irrigation 
economy," the 800-page document has important implications for the Missoula area 
for years to come.
The study, consisting of separate reports on various aspects of the water 
problems of the area, drew heavily upon the expertise of a number of UM faculty 
members, who provided their services without charge.
The study carried out preliminary examinations and analyses of surface and 
well waters in terms of their physical, chemical and bacteriological characteristics. 
Reports on these topics were summarized in Volume VII of the study.
(over)
UM RESEARCHERS DONATE SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY
UM faculty were involved in the research and writing of all the reports 
except the one on "Legal Environment of Irrigation Ditches in the Urban Areas 
of Missoula County," which was done by Harold V. Dye of the Missoula law firm 
of Milodragovich Dale and Dye.
The titles of the other reports,and the University researchers who wrote 
them,are "Soil Studies in the Missoula Valley," Nellie Stark and Steve Bodmer, 
School of Forestry; "Chemical Section," Richard E. Juday and Edward J. Keller, 
Department of Chemistry; "Sanitary Bacteriological Quality of Selected Surface 
and Ground Waters," John J. Taylor and Michael A. Neher, Department of Micro­
biology; "Water Resources of the Missoula Basin, Western Montana, and the Effects 
of Irrigation and Withdrawals on the Water Budge," Arthur L. Geldon and Robert 
Curry, Department of Geology, and "A Preliminary Report on a Survey of Public 
Attitudes Toward Irrigation Ditches," Darshan S. Kang, Department of Geography.
These studies were undertaken to seek answers to many questions about 
water-related problems, including a key question: What is the potential "carrying 
capacity" of Missoula Valley in terms of available water resources and the 
people's demand on this limited resource?
In their introduction to Volume VII, its editors, Browman and John Kellogg, 
say the separate reports "should serve as a point of departure for local govern­
ments to carry on additional studies" —  and they cite the need for funding and 
implementing a "201 Feasibility Study." This study is now under way.
A copy of Volume VII, which contains summaries of the reports, is on file at 
the Chamber. The complete original reports are on file in the University of 
Montana Library: S333.91, Volumes I-VI.
